
Salt lake City

Due to weather patterns and the mountains surrounding Salt Lake City, Utah, air quality has always been 

a concern for businesses. Nearly 10 days out of the year, the air in Salt Lake City becomes unhealthy to 

breathe under government standards, as a thick haze settles over the city. Responding to local and prospective 

businesses calling for cleaner air, the Salt Lake Chamber stepped in, engaging the business community in an 

innovative program to save fuel, reduce vehicle emissions, and improve business attraction and retention in 

Salt Lake City.

The Salt Lake Chamber’s Clean Air Champions program recognizes companies using less or cleaner energy 

in their business operations. From converting fleets over to natural gas to replacing regional meetings with 

teleconferencing, Salt Lake businesses now have best practices to follow in their own clean energy efforts. 

By helping businesses achieve millions of dollars in savings per year, the Clean Air Champions program is 

improving not only the economic wellbeing of the region, but also the quality of life in Salt Lake City. The 

program is so successful that the Governor of Utah is expanding it to other Utah cities, as part of statewide 

clean air efforts.

Fuel Savings & Cleaner Air in 

Helps Businesses Save Millions and  
Improve Air Quality with Clean Energy Program 
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BY THE NumberS
10 MILLION GALLONS:  
With smarter vehicle route planning, 
UPS has saved 10 million gallons of fuel 
since 2004.

$1.65 MILLION ANNUALLY: 
RioTinto, a global mining company with major 
operations in Utah, saves an average of $1.65 
million per year with its no idling policy for trucks.

$72,000 ANUALLY: 
By replacing meetings that required 
travel with a video conferencing system, 
Architectural Nexus has seen travel expense 
savings of nearly $72,000 annually.

$5,000 PER VEHICLE: 
After converting its fleet to  
compressed natural gas (CNG), the Hale 
Center Theatre in Salt Lake City saves an 
average of $5,000 per vehicle each year.

40,000 SQUARE FEET: 
ADP reduced its required office space by 
approximately 40,000 square feet using a new 
teleworking policy that allows 250 employees to 
work from home. 

lane beattie, President and CEO, Salt Lake Chamber

Businesses look at our air quality as a major factor in deciding whether to relocate to the Salt 
Lake region. Cleaner air makes our economy stronger and keeps Salt Lake City competitive. 
That’s why our business community has been so eager to be part of the solution.



Fostering Clean Air Champions: 
HoW THE CHAmBER DiD iT

1 liSteNeD tO eCONOmiC  
DeVelOPmeNt PartNerS

While Utah was a focus of businesses nationwide due to its low 
tax rates and energy costs, poor air quality in the Salt Lake region 
was hindering new business attraction. With feedback from its 
economic development partners, the Salt Lake Chamber took 
on the goal of simultaneously helping businesses save money, 
strengthening the local economy, and cleaning up Salt Lake  
City’s air.

2 CONCePtualiZeD a  
marketiNG CamPaiGN

The Chamber originally planned to explain the business case for 
cleaner air through various marketing channels, including radio 
and billboard advertisements. Chamber leaders then saw the 
opportunity to engage businesses more directly in efforts to use 
less or cleaner fuels.

3 built aN  
ONliNe PreSeNCe

To educate and celebrate businesses leading the way on clean air 
efforts, the Chamber began to develop an independent website for 
the Clean Air Champions program. The website now offers tools 
and guidance to companies looking to save on fuel costs, and tells 
the success stories of business champions.

4 eStabliSHeD DiFFereNt leVelS OF 
COmmitmeNt aND reCOGNitiON

The Chamber identified different levels of commitment and  
rewards to make the program flexible for all business.  
Companies can simply share their clean air efforts, and are 
recognized by the Chamber online. Alternatively, companies can 
volunteer to have data tracked on their clean air and energy efforts, 
and in return receive additional tools, recognition during the 
Chamber’s daily radio spot, and a featured listing  
on the Clean Air Champions’ website.

5 CaPtureD  
beSt PraCtiCeS

To demonstrate the bottom line benefits of clean energy 
transportation efforts, the Chamber collected successful business 
stories in the region. These best practices are shared on the Clean 
Air Champions website in categories such as “Light Vehicle Fleet 
Conversion,” “Vehicle Route Planning,” and “Teleworking.” Each 
best practice is accompanied by data on the money or fuel savings 
possible with each specific project. 

6 eXPaNDiNG tO a  
StateWiDe FOCuS

The Chamber reached out to state officials, who were highly 
impressed by Salt Lake’s economic and clean air successes. Utah 
Governor Gary Herbert has now identified the Clean Air Champions 
program as the official business arm of his clean air initiative, 
U-CAiR. The Chamber continues to work with state officials in 
replicating the Clean Air Champions program across the state. 

SALT LAkE CITY, Utah

Jonathan Johnson, President, Overstock.com

“Many businesses across the state already do 
a lot to preserve our clean air. For those that 
want to do more than they’re doing now, this 
program provides motivation and recognition 
and it helps them see what actions other 
businesses have found to be most effective.”



Clean energy Projects on  
Limited ResouRces

Local chambers can celebrate clean energy champions 
simply by telling the stories of local businesses. The Salt 
Lake Chamber invested in a new website to publicize its 
business leaders, but your chamber might simply add a 
page with notable business stories to your existing website. 
A one or two-page document, distributed at networking 
events and board meetings, can also be an effective tool to 
celebrate leaders, and encourage businesses to replicate 
the clean energy projects of other companies.

Learn more about the Clean  
Air Champions program and  
its business success stories: 

http://www.cleanairchampion.com/ 

Find other clean energy  
transportation best practices  
via Chambers for innovation  
and Clean Energy: 

http://www.chambersforinnovation.com/

Learn about alternative fuel  
vehicles, fuel economy, and  
money-saving tips at: 

http://www.fueleconomy.gov/

you don’t have to go big to 
make a difference.

Businesses want to support their chamber doing the right 
thing for the community. To fund the Clean Air Champions 
program, the Salt Lake Chamber obtained business 
sponsorships from companies interested in clean energy.

Your chamber might solicit sponsorships for individual 
action items within your initiative, such as the 
development of a website or marketing materials. Some 
companies might also be interested in a loaned executive 
program, through which their employees assist your 
chamber in furthering clean energy goals.

identify business partners 
to increase your resources 
for the project.

learN mOre

@saltlakechamber

http://www.facebook.com/saltlakechamber

ryan evans, Vice President of Business & Community Relations, Salt Lake Chamber

“ Businesses want to do the right thing, but what really motivates 
them to act is a bottom line benefit.  If you want your members to 
take on clean energy or clean air projects—from teleconferencing 
to fleet conversion—show them how it will improve their 
business. Our Clean Air Champions program proves that these 
projects translate to major fuel and cost savings.”

LEARNED
leSSONS 


