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NATIONWIDE NETWORK OF LOCAL CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE CALLS EXECUTIVE 
ORDER TO ROLL BACK CLEAN ENERGY MISGUIDED, MISSED OPPORTUNITY 
 
Local Leaders Will Continue to Drive Clean Energy Jobs, Investments  
 

The National Advisory Council of Chambers for Innovation and Clean Energy 
(CICE) issued this statement today. CICE is a network of 1,200 local chambers of 
commerce representing an estimated 900,000 businesses.  

 
 
As one of the largest organizations of local chambers of commerce in the nation, we have 
first-hand experience with the economic benefits that clean energy and innovation are 
providing. That is why we believe that President Trump’s executive order rolling back 
American leadership in 21st century energy and innovation is misguided.  
 
Reversing America’s commitment to clean energy-related regulations runs counter to what 
is actually creating energy independence and job growth in America. It also threatens to de-
position America in the global energy innovation race while China and other nations make 
more significant commitments to clean energy. 
 
In recent years, across the Midwest, South and other regions, local chambers have seen 
members increasingly grow jobs and attract investments through wind, solar, battery, and 
other innovative technologies in today’s changing energy economy. Some of the projects we 
have been proud to celebrate include: 
 

 More than $94 million in investments and the creation of 7,000 new jobs from new 
solar projects in Utah.  

 Wind farm projects in Ohio that are bringing $200 million, $300 million, and $600 
million to three separate rural communities.  

 Opening of a $400 million wind farm in one of North Carolina’s most economically 
distressed communities.  

 
Looking ahead, local chambers of commerce will continue to work with businesses and 
communities to support clean energy opportunities despite federal attempts to slow the 
momentum. As business leaders dedicated to the economic development of our local 
communities, it simply makes good economic sense.  
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Doug Luciani, CEO, TraverseCONNECT, Traverse City Area Chamber of Commerce 
(MI), Co-chair, Chambers for Innovation and Clean Energy Advisory Council 

 
 
 
 

Aaron Nelson, CEO, Chapel Hill-Carrboro Chamber of Commerce (NC), Co-chair, 
Chambers for Innovation and Clean Energy Advisory Council 

 
 
 
 

Diane Doucette, Executive Director, Chambers for Innovation and Clean Energy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Job facts 
 Coal-mining jobs declined from 87,755 to 65,971 between 2008 and 

2015, according to the Energy Department. The reason: The natural 
gas boom has made coal less economically competitive, causing the 
closure of many mines. Automation has also contributed to this decline. 
Experts say it is highly unlikely that coal-mining jobs will ever return to 
the levels we have seen in the past.  

 Wind energy jobs are projected to reach 250,000 by 2020. 
 The solar energy industry now provides approximately 260,000 jobs—

as the industry is growing 12 times faster than the overall economy.  

 

Energy independence facts 
 The U.S. is already increasingly energy independent due to America’s natural 

gas boom and increased domestic oil productions. Imports are down from 65% 
to 28% between in 2005 and 2015 and projections of 11% by 2020. 

 The U.S. is actually on track to be a net energy exporter, according to the 
federal government’s own projections. 

 

 

More about local chambers and clean energy 
 CICE Letter to President Trump  
 CICE Statement on the Clean Power Plan 
 Video series: Chambers Across America: 

Catalyzing Economic Growth through Clean 
Energy 

 

http://www.chambersforinnovation.com/site/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/Trump-Letter-022817.pdf
file:///C:/Users/Kelly%20Henderson/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/YS5HMNBY/â�œAs%20local%20chamber%20leaders,%20we%20recognize%20that%20energy%20efficiency%20and%20renewable%20energy%20deliver%20real%20economic%20development%20opportunities%20to%20communities%20like%20ours%20across%20the%20nation.%20We%20welcome%20their%20inclusion%20in%20the%20Clean%20Power%20Plan%20and%20strongly%20encourage%20state%20leaders%20to%20include%20energy%20efficiency%20and%20renewable%20energy%20as%20big%20elements%20of%20our%20state%20plans.
http://www.chambersforinnovation.com/video-series-chambers-across-america/

