
 

Monday, November 28, 2016 

Business Groups Argue For Energy Standards In 
Advance Of Hearings 

A group of Chamber of Commerce leaders have added their names to the roster of 
business leaders urging legislative leaders and Gov. John Kasich to reinstate the 
renewable energy and energy efficiency standards. 

The letter, signed by 11 chamber leaders, was delivered Monday to Senate President 
Keith Faber, House Speaker Cliff Rosenberger, and Gov. Kasich. 

"To enable Ohio to take full advantage of this fast-growing sector that has already 
delivered more than $1.4 billion worth of investments, 9,000 jobs, and $4.6 million in 
payments to landowners and local governments, we believe there is a need for a clear 
and consistent roadmap on this issue," the group wrote in the letter. 

"That is why we encourage you to (1) reinstate the Renewable Portfolio Standard (RPS) 
and Energy Efficiency Resource Standard (EERS) and oppose any attempt to continue 
a 'freeze' on these programs and (2) restore wind siting regulations that will allow 
companies to continue to develop wind projects that will benefit our local communities." 

Signing the letter were leaders of the Chambers of Commerce of Toledo, Van Wert, 
Hardin County, Knox County, Licking County, Paulding, Fulton, Putnam County, along 
with the Seneca Industrial and Economic Development Corporation and the Chamber 
Partnership. 

The letter's release comes the same week lawmakers return for marathon meetings in 
which scores of proponents and opponents are expected to testify before the Senate 
Energy & Natural Resources and House Public Utilities committees on the issue. 

The Senate committee meets at 4 p.m. Tuesday to discuss its bill from Sen. Bill 
Seitz (SB 320) and is eyeing a vote sometime after Dec. 1. (See Gongwer Ohio 
Report, November 22, 2016) The House committee meets at 9 a.m. Wednesday to 
take feedback and possibly amend and vote out its own bill (HB 554). (See Gongwer 
Ohio Report, November 25, 2016) 

Opponents - principally business representatives and environmental groups - argue 
both bills would water down the standards by making them unenforceable goals for the 



first three years. They also argue the bills would expand what counts as energy 
efficiency, thereby weakening those standards. 

Both bills would also expand the industrial opt-out provision - an idea that has drawn 
concern from opponents who have labeled the move "premature." 

Gov. Kasich has vowed to veto any legislation that "kills" the standards and has said a 
goals-based approach is unacceptable. The letter's signatories praised him for that 
stance in their press release. (See Gongwer Ohio Report, November 21, 2016) 

Nine major Ohio companies last month made a similar appeal to lawmakers and Gov. 
Kasich, urging the state's freeze to end. (See Gongwer Ohio Report, October 25, 
2016) 

 

  

Opponents Ask Senate Panel To Delay Action, Thaw 
Energy Freeze 

November 29, 2016 

Dozens of opponents - some of them frustrated - appealed to a Senate panel to allow 
the state's renewable energy mandates to kick back in during a marathon hearing 
Tuesday evening. 

Environmental groups, business organizations, and alternative energy companies 
comprised most of the more than 60 witnesses that gave feedback in person or in 
writing on the bill (SB 320) during its fourth hearing before the Senate Energy & Natural 
Resources Committee. (Testimony) 

Chairman Sen. Troy Balderson (R-Zanesville) limited testimony to two minutes per 
witness, but they often ran over their allotted time, with one calling the limit "insulting." 

Those in the hearing room later cheered and applauded when a witness said expecting 
utility companies to meet unenforceable goals was akin to lawmakers expecting scores 
of opponents to keep their testimony to two minutes. And some groaned when Sen. Bill 
Seitz (R-Cincinnati) likened government mandates to something that would be favored 
by recently deceased Cuban leader Fidel Castro. 



One by one they pressed lawmakers to let the freeze expire in order to take back up the 
conversation more in depth during the 132nd General Assembly. 

But Sen. Balderson said he wasn't buying the groups' urging to not act on the issue in 
order to gather more public feedback next year. 

"With all due respect we've been discussing this for five years," Sen. Balderson said of 
the standards. "I just don't understand the idea of putting it off." 

Many of the witnesses will likely return to testify before the House Public Utilities 
Committee, which is set to hear all testimony and possibly vote on a similar bill 
Wednesday morning. (See Gongwer Ohio Report, November 17, 2016) 

The Toledo and Van Wert chambers of commerce were among business groups 
speaking out against the bill. The local chambers were joined by a host of renewable 
energy companies - including First Solar, Melink Corporation, Aerotorque Corp., Apex 
Clean - in urging lawmakers to allow the freeze to end. 

"Please don't rush passing legislation," Quasar President Mel Kurtz said. "Encourage 
thoughtful debate in 2017 to develop an energy policy which benefits consumers, 
wastewater treatment plants, agriculture, the environment, and grid security by 
investments in the renewable energy industry." 

Sierra Club Ohio Chapter Energy Program Coordinator Kristen Kubitza said 82% of 
Ohioans want the state to continue requiring utilities to provide efficiency programs, 
according to a poll from the Ohio Conservative Energy Forum. She added that a 
September University of Maryland survey found 68% of Ohioans favor a requirement 
that a portion of their energy come from renewables. 

"We can be a leader, investing in clean energy and taking full advantage of the 
burgeoning economic development opportunities, or we can be left behind," she said. "It 
is in Ohio's best interest to let the freeze thaw and reinstate the Clean Energy 
Standards in 2017." 

Representatives from the Nature Conservancy and the Environmental Defense Fund, 
both testifying as interested parties, likewise cautioned lawmakers against rushing to 
action. Instead, they floated the idea of postponing action until the 2017 General 
Assembly. 

They highlighted a recent report from the EDF and the Nature Conservancy outlining 
the benefits to reinstating the freeze. Conducted by Greenlink Group and Runnerstone, 
the report examined the economic benefits in new jobs, and increases in gross 
domestic product and consumer savings. (See Gongwer Ohio Report, October 24, 
2016) 



Regarding the goal-based approach, EDF Consultant James O'Bryant said, "Investment 
is more likely to happen if Ohio has a standard than if we rely on voluntary action." 

"Ohio has a choice: become a leader in the clean energy transition or watch as other 
states take advantage of the benefits of clean energy and efficiency," he added. 

Ohio Environmental Council Managing Director of Energy Programs Trish Demeter 
reiterated her prior House testimony that "sweeping changes" in the bill would fail to 
account for changes in the energy market. 

"It is a freeze extension in our interpretation and not moving to a voluntary goal 
extension," she said of the bill. 

Cuyahoga County Director of Sustainability and former lawmaker Mike Foley said the 
government has an "obligation to step in" and ensure positive change. 

"I know that many in this body do not believe in government mandates into the 
economy, but I believe climate change is so serious a threat to the current and next 
generation of humans, that actions that you may find as distasteful now are the only 
way to ensure minimizing damage in the future," Mr. Foley said. 

Cleveland resident Shannon Adams echoed concerns from environmental groups that 
further postponement could harm air quality. Environmental groups have argued 
delaying the resumption of the standards or removing compliance measures would 
exacerbate asthma attacks, resulting in missed school and work days. 

"As a young person, it is critically important to me that we make policy decisions that 
create economic opportunities and healthier communities for my generation and 
generations to come," Ms. Adams said. "We have an opportunity in Ohio right now to do 
just that by reinstating our clean energy standards in 2017 and moving our state forward 
instead of lagging behind." 


