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Bipartisan Energy Efficiency Update From Washington DC 

Recent Energy Efficiency Victory in the U.S. House:  
 
On March 4, the U.S. House of Representatives passed The Energy Efficiency Improvement Act of 2014  (HR 
2126), with a vote of 375-36.  This overwhelming show of bipartisan support has set the stage for several 
additional energy efficiency bills to be considered by Congress. 
 
The Energy Efficiency Improvement Act of 2014 included four main provisions related to Tenant Star, Data 
Centers, Water Heaters, and Benchmarking.  Specifically, the bill: 

• Establishes energy efficiency best practices for commercial tenants renting space in commercial 
buildings and creates a new TENANT STAR certification program. TENANT STAR will be 
modeled after the existing ENERGY STAR program, which certifies commercial buildings as highly 
energy efficient. 

• Requires federal agencies to implement strategies to increase the efficiency of energy consuming data 
centers operated by the federal government. 

• Removes a regulatory barrier to the manufacture of large-scale water heaters, which act as residential 
energy storage devices and allow utilities to curb energy demand during peak hours. 

• Establishes a benchmarking and disclosure process for energy consumed in federally leased buildings.  

House leadership has committed to bring additional energy efficiency bills to the floor that are both deficit 
neutral (no cost) and make no mandates. As early as April, we anticipate a bill regarding Federal Energy 
Savings Performance Contracting to be considered for a vote on the floor of the House. 
 
Action in the U.S. Senate:   
 
In the upper chamber, Sens. Jeanne Shaheen (D-NH) and Rob Portman (R-OH) recently reintroduced 
their bipartisan Energy Savings and Industrial Competitiveness Act of 2014 (S. 2074).  
 
This newest version was introduced on February 27 and incorporates adoption of 10 bipartisan 
amendments, detailed here.  Four of the 10 amendments – numbers 2, 3, 4 and 8 relating to Tenant Star, 
benchmarking, data centers, and water heaters, respectively – have already passed through the U.S. 
House as part of the abovementioned vote. 
 
Inclusion of the 10 bipartisan amendments has garnered additional support for bill. Joining Sens. Shaheen 
and Portman as cosponsors of the bill are:  Sens. Mary Landrieu (D-LA), Christopher Coons (D-DE), 
Mark Warner (D-VA), Al Franken (D-MN), Joe Manchin (D-WV), Susan Collins (R-ME), Kelly Ayotte 
(R-NH), Roger Wicker (R-MS), John Hoeven (R-ND) and Johnny Isakson (R-GA).    
 
Momentum has continued to build, with two additional cosponsors coming aboard only days after it was 
reintroduced.  These include Sens. Lisa Murkowski (R-AK) and Michael Bennet (D-CO).   

We are encouraged to see momentum building in Congress to act on energy efficiency and see this 
bipartisan support for action mirrored in the American electorate.  
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A survey of likely voters conducted by the National Association of Manufacturers (NAM) and the National 
Electrical Manufacturers Association (NEMA) found broad-based public support for moving on energy 
efficiency in Congress. The poll of likely voters found that a substantial majority of those polled —
including those identifying as conservative, moderate and liberal — support measures to promote energy 
efficiency.  More specifically: 

• Nine in 10 voters support using energy efficient products and believe it’s important to include 
energy efficiency as part of our country’s energy solutions. 

• 94% of voters support using energy efficient products. 
• 90% of voters believe it’s important to include energy efficiency as part of our country’s energy 

solutions. 
• 74% of those polled support investing taxpayers’ dollars on energy efficient 

technologies, innovations and programs if it would save consumers more money. 
• 69% of those polled are more likely to support investing taxpayers’ dollars on energy efficiency if 

those investments will not raise taxes or add to the federal deficit and do not involve government 
mandates on consumers. 

House Republican leadership seems to acknowledge the fact that the country wants to act on energy 
efficiency issues and supports the goal of moving bipartisan legislation. We hope that this action in the 
Republican led House will encourage the Senate to take up energy efficiency legislation sooner rather 
than later and consider the Shaheen-Portman bill.  
 
Please don’t hesitate to contact Erin Lane, Vice President at Cascade Associates directly at 
erin_lane@cascadeassociates.net or 202-230-8109 with any questions you may have. 
 
 
 
	  


